The Library of Congress’ 
EARLY STATE RECORDS PROJECT 


converted from the original microfilm held by the 
Vincent C. Immel Law Library, Saint Louis University 


through the generous support of a grant from the 


Council on Library and Information Resources 


* 


4 = — 


* 


BENNINGTON, Marsh 1, 7. 


wegs en Lands, under colour ef Title, whe Gull be driven out of the Pof- 
- feffton hy Legal Trial at Law, tp recover the Value of whet“the Eflate 


{ . š - Peed rs TE 
~ is made better by fuch Improvements, from- the rightful Owners of 


the Laid, 


YHEREAS many perfons have purchafed fuppofed titles to land within 
this State, and have taken pofiefion of fuch lands under fuch titles, and 
made large improvements on the fame, and who having no legal title to fuch 
jands, mpå, if the Ari& rules of law be attended to, be turned off from ‘their 
poſſeſſions, made at gréat labour and expence, and others who have neglected 
the ſettlement of the country, will enjoy the benefit of their labour; 
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Be it Rnaed and it is hereby Enacted, by the Reprefentatives of the Free- 


men of the State of Vermont, in Gereral Aſſembly met, aod by the Authority 
of the fame, That when any perfon or perfons, in the actual poffeffion and im- 


provement of lands to whieh he, fhe, or chey, fo in poffeffion, have purchaled a 
title, fuppofirg at the time of the purchafe fuch title to be goad in fee, thall be 


profecuted before any court, by action of ejectment, or writ of right, to final 
judgment, and judgment ſhall be given againft fuch perfon or perfons in poffef- 
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AN ‘ACT te emble. Perfonswhe haye.catered into and made Improve. 


— -fion as aforelaid, fuch poffeffor or poſſeſſort as aforelaid, again whom judg- 
ment fhal! be finally given as aforefa.d, thall have right by action, to recover of 


the perfon or perſons in whom the legal right ſhall be found by fuch judgment, 


fo much money as fhal! be judged equitabie, on view of the matter, fn confider. ~” 


ation of the poſſeſſots having fettled thereon : And the manner of procefs thall 
be, that the recoveree, or recoverees, in fuch actions as aforefaid, ſhall within 
twenty four hours after judgme.t,.or during the fitting of faid court, file ade. 


claration in an action of the cafe againſt the recoveroror recovernrs, for fo much 


money, as the eftate is made better as aforefaid, in the clerks office of faid court, 
where fuch judgment was obtained, which fhal! be deemed a fufficient, notice 


to the adverle party, to appear and defend in fuch act.on on the cafe, at the . 


next fated or adjoutr ed ſeſſi n of faid court, and the court on motien made, 
ſhall order the-writ of ſeizin to be flayed, untill the laſt action aforefaid be de- 
termined, and the lands recovered by ſa:d judgment, fhal) be holden to refpond 
the jodgment, if any there be, in favor, of the poffeffor or poffeffors, 
as fully as though the fame had been attached by mean proceſs. And if, on 
trial, it ſnall be found neceffary, that a view be had of the premifes, by the jury, 
te afcertain how much the eftate is made better as aforefaid, the court on moti- 


on made by either party, may grant fuch view, and all reaſonable charges arif- - 


-ing by fach view, fha!] be paid by him or them who me ved for „the fame. ' 
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Provided always, That this ad ſhall not extend to any thing future, or 
any perlon or perfons, who ſhall take poſſeſſion of lands to which they have: no 
legal title from the time of paffing this act. And that no perfon who hath ouf. 
ted the rightful owner or got poffeilion of any improved eftate by oufter, (vther- 

wife than by legal procefs) ſnall take any advantage or benefit by this ad. 


Be it further Ena@ed by the Authority aforefaid, That if the plaintiff in t he 
a&ion cf the cafe aforelaid, hall recover judgment in faid a@-on, no execution 
fhall be granted in fuch cafe, until the expiration of Gx months after faid judg- 
ment is recovered, and the writ of fe zin thall be further faid, untill the exprs- 
tion of the faid fix months, unlefs the defendant in laid aGion cf the cale, thall 
fatitfy fuch judgment, either to the plaint ff recovering ſuch judgment or by 
paying che full fum of damages and cofa fo recovered into the hard of the 
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And be it futther EnaGed by the Authhrtzy afosefaid, That the.d@eddaat in 
the declaration filed for damage as before mentioned in this 28, ſhalf net be al. - 
Towed to demur to faid Acclaration, at.ar-the fecond day of t im @ the 
Court in which faid action for damages is te be tried, agreeab | and 
provided judgment fhall be given on demurrer, in favor of the defendint in the 
faid action, the plaintiff thall within 9159 four hours after fueh judgment, or 
during the fetting of faid court have fall liberty to file anether declchation for 
* aether pu: poſes intended by thit act, and a trial may be had in iaid action during . 
the fitting of faid court, and the writ of ſeizin ſhall be Raid untill fix months 5 
f faid action; and-the land ſnall be holden to reſpond the 
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after the fi al trial o 
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judgment as before is provided in this ad, 


: , And. be it further Enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That all actions em: 
meneed forthe trial of the. titles of land, or declaration fi'ed for damage as be- 
fore is provided in this act, ſhall be taken up in the fame Rage in which they 
were 4t the time when; the trial of them was fufpendéd, by a refolution cf the 
_ General Aſſembly, paſſed ia October 1783, and proſecuted aceordingly. 
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Provided always, That this act be not confidered to give ary privilege to any 
97 80 1 on any lands granted or fequefiered for a publie, pious or ehä- 
ritable uſe. i 
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